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nes crant duorum graduum. Non conquievit acue 
ante meridiem diei fequentis. 

Sed te jam nimis dlu detinui, vir xftumatiffime} 
ideoque heic fubfiftens me tuae amicitiae tuoque favori 
etiam atque etiam commendo. Vale. 

Stockholm! - ®, calendis Maii, 

1750. 


XVIII. An ExtraSl of a Letter , dated May 
2,17 50, from Mr. Freeman at Naples, 
to the right honourable the Lady Mary Capel, 
relating to the Ruins of Herculaneum. 


Read Feb. 28. 'XT OU remember, that, about 7 or 8 year* 

1750 X ago, the difcovery of Herculaneum 
was greatly talk’d of, and reported to have been fvval- 
low’d up by a violent eruption of Mount Vefuvius j 
which, by the moft accurate accounts, was in the 
firlt year of the reign of the emperor Titus, and 79 
years after Chrift. 

The fituation of this antient city is, as it were, at 
the foot of Vefuvius near the fea, and juft at one end 
of the village of Portici, the palace of the king of 
Naples’s fummer refidence} and, I dare fay, a great 
part of the city is under the faid village. 

I was firft conducted down a narrow pasflage, 
which they have dug wide enough barely for two 
perfons to pafs by each other j and defeended, by a 
gradual llope, to the depth of about 65 feet perpen¬ 
dicular. Here I faw a great part of the ancient thea¬ 
tre, being a building in the form of an horlefhoe. 
That part of it, where is fuppofed to be the oreheftra 

R 2 and 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 









[ *32 ] 

%id ffage, was jnot fo cleared out, as to be diftindtly 
feen: the other, where the fpedtators fat, is very vifi~; 
ble, and confifts of i'8 rows of broad ftone feats, one 
above another, in a femicircular form, and are fuf- 
ficiently wide to place the feet of thofe, who fit be¬ 
hind each other j fo that they may be faid to be both 
feats and footftools. Altho’ this theatre is not emptied 
of the matter or earth, that filled it, yet they have 
dug quite round the exterior part, by which one may 
judge of its fpacioufnefs. At certain proper difiances, 
within the circuit of the feats, thro’ the whole range, 
from bottom to top, are little narrow flights of fteps, 
by which the fpedtators might come to, or go from, 
their feats commodioufly, without crouding. Thefe 
fieps or fiairs alfo lead up, in a ftrait line, to a fort 
of gallery, feveral feet wide, which ranges all round 
the outfide of the theatre', and which is called the 
precindt; above which there are other fiairs, which 
lead to a fecond. By this precindt it is judged, that 
the theatre, with the orcheftra, muft be about f 2 
or 53 feet diameter. 

I obferved, going round the theatre, feveral large 
fquare pilafters, equally diftant from each other; and 
which, doubtlefs, fupported the whole edifice. Thefe 
pilafters are of a thin compadt red brick, adorned 
with marble cornices. The pavement of this theatre 
mufihave been very beautiful, by the different-colour’d 
marble, that has been taken out of it, and fome that 
remains. In fliort, by the broken pieces of cornices, 
mouldings, and carved work, and the many fragments 
of pillars, &c. which have been found within and 
without the theatre, it appears to have been a moft 
magnificent edifice. 


There 
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There are two principal gates to the theatre, with 
infcriptions on the architraves, which are taken out, 
and placed in the king’s palace, among the other cu- 
riofities. Thofe, who have the care of all, will not 
fuffer one to copy any thing: however I lagged a lit¬ 
tle behind the reft of the company, and copied, 
from the perfedteft of the two architraves, the fol¬ 
lowing infcription j 

LANNIVSJMAMMIANVS. 

RVFVS.II. VIR.QVINQ^ 
THEATR. OP.NVMISIVS. 

P.F.ARCH.EC..,. 

The antiquarians will have it, that Mammianus 
Rufus, who was one of the duumvirs, built the the¬ 
atre at his own expence. There are numbers of other 
infcriptions, fome perfect, others imperfedt; which 
latter is owing, I fuppofe, to the little care taken in 
digging them out. 

It is a great pity, that they did not, at the firft difco- 
very, open the ground at the top, and clear it away 
as they worked, in order to have feen thofe fine 
things in open day-light. But I have been told, it 
was impoffible, feeing the vaft depth of earth and 
ftone they muft have been obliged to have made way 
thro’. That reafon does not all fatisfy me; they 
having flaves enough, of the rafcally and villainous 
fort, to complete fuch a work. What a fine thing 
would it have been to have come diredlly down to 
the roof of the building, inftead of digging round, 
and to have found all things in their firft fituation! 

I come 
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I come now to mention another opening, diftant 
from that, which leads to the theatre, by which they 
have made a way into fome houfes. Here they feem 
to have dug infinitely more than about the theatre j 
for one may ramble, as in a labyrinth, for, at leaft, half 
a mile. I cannot be very particular in defcribing the 
many things, that have been dug out of either of the 
two places ; but the raoft noted you fhall have, as 
far as my memory will permit, befides thofe, which 
l took down in my pocket-book on the fpot. The 
firft were many parts of broken horfes, with part of 
a triumphal car or chariot, all of gilt bronze; and 
which, they fay, was placed over one of the gates of 
the theatre. 

The next were two equeftrian ftatues, which were 
found on each fide of one of the faid gates, and, they 
fuppofe, fronting a ftreet, that led to the theatre. 
Thofe, I was told, were eredted in honour of the 
two Balbi’s, father and fon, as having been great be- 
nefadtors to the Herculaneans. One of thefe ftatues 
is fo broken, that it cannot be repair’d; the other, 
which happen’d to be better preferved, is extremely 
well repair’d, and is fet up under the piazza in the 
gate-way of the king’s palace at Portici. On the 
front of the pedeftal is feen the following infcription, 
as it was found; 


M.NOMIOMF 
BALBO 
PR. PRO COS 
HERCVLANENSES 


It 
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It is certainly a moll beautiful ftatue, and is judg’d, 
by all connoifleurs, to be one of the bell in the world. 
I mull own, I never faw fo much life exprefsd in 
any figure I have feen. Not far from it, at the bot¬ 
tom of the palace Hair-cafe, is fixed another beautiful 
Hatue of the emperor Vitellius, very perfect and in¬ 
tire: another llatue of Nero, with a thunderbolt 
in his hand: another of Vefpafian: one of Clau¬ 
dius: one of Germanicus: two other beautiful 
llatues, fitting; but I could not learn whom they 
reprelented. There are many others, fome of mar¬ 
ble, fome of bronze, all bigger than life ; and even 
fome gigantic, or coloflal: many without heads, 
or arms, and others fo dellroy’d, as never to be re¬ 
pair’d. Of bullo's there are feveral j fome very 
beautiful, as that of Jupiter Ammon, Neptune, Mer¬ 
cury, Juno, Ceres, Pallas, &c. In the apartments 
of the palace are a vail number of little llatues, ma¬ 
ny of which are extremely beautiful: alfo a great 
number of little idols, tripods, lachrymatories, and 
many vales curioully wrought. Among thefe is a 
whole loaf of bread burnt to a coal: they will not 
fuffer any one to touch it. It is cover’d with a glafs 
bell, thro’ which I perceived letters on the loaf, 
which poflibly were the baker’s mark; and, examin¬ 
ing them with attention, they Hood thus; 


S 1 ILIGO. CRANXI 
E CISER 


The man, who Ihew’d the curiofities, told us, that 
feveral had attempted to explain this mark, but could 

not 
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not make it out ; which, 1 believe, was owing to. the 
firft word. The S, they imagined, fignified a word 
by itfelf; as it ftands a little wide from the letters, 
that, follow, and to which I judge that; S ought 
to be joined to form SI LI GO, which fignifies fine 
fiourof which the, bread might be made, with the 
mixture of flour of chich-peafe or vetch, which *1 
think E.CISER fignifies. C.RANII I: take to be the 
baker’s name. Whether I am right or not, I cannot 
fay; but the man feem’d to approve of the explanat¬ 
ion, and faid he would communicate it to the king. 
There are many other valuable curiofities, which I 
,could not fee, being lock’d up in 'the king’s clofet, 
and private apartments; fuch as med&ls, intaglia’s, 
and cameo’s.. 

I come now to mention fome of the 'pictures, 
which were found. Some of them were taken out 
of a temple near the theatre, others from the houfes. 
They have all preferv’d their colours to admiration^ 
which are very lively. They are: painted in frefco, 
•and were fa wed out of the walls, not without a great 
deal of trouble and care; and are now fixed, with 
binding morter, or tement, in fhallow wooden cafes, 
to prevent their breaking, and varnifh’d over, to pre- 
•ferve their colours. You mu ft think, that thefepicr 
tures are not alike valuable, otherwife than from 
their antiquity; fome doubtlefs having been done by- 
good hands, others by bad, as one fees by the works 
of thofe now-a-days. I fhall therefore only mention 
fome of the beft. There are two large ones, as big 
as life, which were taken out of the temple, which 
I mentioned, and which, as the antiquarians will 
have it, was dedicated to Bacchus; proving it by fome 

other 
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other particular things found in the faid temple. 
One of thefe pictures, they fay, reprefents Thefeus. 
The figure is naked, and holds a fmall club in his 
hand: between his legs lies a minotaur the pofture 
of which produces one of the raoft admirable fore- 
ihortenings, that ever I beheld. There (land about 
him alfo three little boys, one of which kifies his 
right hand, another embraces his left arm, and the 
the third gently embraces his left hand; all extremely 
well expreflfed. The other picture is of the fame fize 
as the former, and compofed of many figures as large 
as the life. i. A woman fitting with a wand in her 
hand, and crown’d with flowers: on one fide of her 
ftands a balket of pomegranates, grapes, and other 
fruit: near her is a little fatyr or fawn, playing on 
one of the ancient inftruments, of 6 or 8 tubes, joined 
together in a row. There is a lufty naked man ftand- 
ing by her, with his face turned fomething towards 
her, with a Short black beard. He has a bow and 
quiver of arrows; alfo a club. In the fame piece is 
alfo another woman, who feemingly is talking to the 
firft: fhe is crown’d with ears of corn. There is alfo 
a hind giving fuck to a boy. The man told me, that 
this reprefentedthe ftory of the difcovery of Telephus. 
Another picture reprefents a winged Mercury, with 
a child fitting on his Shoulders acrofs his neck, by 
whom is a woman fitting, and taking Mercury by the 
hand. This, we were told, was fuppofed to be 
Bacchus carried to nurfe. Another piece reprefented 
Jupiter embracing Ganymede. Another, in which 
is a hunt of ftags and fwans. Three others, in each 
a Medufa’s head. . Another, representing two heads 
of imaginary animals; for never was the like on 

S earth, 
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earth, nor in the waters under the earth. Another 
beautiful one, reprefenting two of the mufes, one 
playing on the lyre, the other with a mask on her 
head. Another, with a lion, wood, and diftant views. 
In another, various centaurs, buildings, &c. In an¬ 
other, a ftag; over which is a bird flying, and feem- 
ing to beak at him. Two other fmall pictures of a 
dolphin. Another with architecture, and diftant 
views. One with a peacock. Another with a tem¬ 
ple, adorn’d with various pillars. 

There are many others of lefs notice,, which you 
will give .me leave to omit, that I may mention 
other things, which have been found; namely, two 
large cornucopia’s of bronze gilt; a large round 
fhield of metal; two metal diflies j feveral lachryma¬ 
tories of glafs, others of earth j four large candle- 
flicks of bronze j a large metal vafe with a handle ; 
many others of earth, curioufly wrought: the foot 
of a lion moft curious, but in marble, and which 
fupported a marble table j a beautiful mafcharron of 
metal, having the face of a cat, with a moufe in her 
mouth. There is alfo a very fine medallion, extreme¬ 
ly well preferved, with a bafio relievo on both fides; 
on one is a woman, by whom is a man naked, killing 
a hog: on the reverfe, is an old man, naked to his 
waift, fitting and playing on two pipes, which he 
holds in his hands. There is alfo another odd piece 
in baflo-relievo, which reprefents a green parrot, 
drawn in a chariot, and driven by a green grafshop- 
per, which fits on the box, as coachman. Whether 
this alluded to any thing, I could not learn j but I 
rather imagine it to be a whim of the artift. 

Were I to recount all the things in particular, that 
I faw, it would fill up more paper by twenty times, 

than 
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than I have already fcribbled. Let it fuffice then* 
that there are many bafkets and cafes full of one thing 
and another, all jumbled together j fuch as kitchen 
utenfils, locks, bolts, rings, hinges, and all of brafs. 
Things, that were of iron, were totally eaten up with 
raft. I was told, that when the workmen came to 
any thing of that fort, it moulder’d to duft as foon 
as they touch’d it} occafion’d doubtlefs by the damp- 
nefs of the earth, and the many ages it lay buried. 
I have little more to mention about the curiolities ; I 
will only tell you, that I was allured there were 
found many vafes, and chryftal bottles full of water ; 
but that might penetrate thro’ the earth, and fall 
into them, if not clofe flopp’d: alfo a fort of ftandilh, 
or inkhorn, in which were found many ftylets or pens* 
with which they wrote in thofe days. When it was 
firft taken out, they fay the ink had not only its na¬ 
tural colour, but that it was yet capable of tinging: 
it was very dry, when I touch’d it. There were 
eggs found quite whole, but empty* alfo nuts and 
almonds; grain of feveral forts, beans and peafe. I 
have by me fome of it, which refembles beans of 
the lize of coffee-berries burnt quite black. Many 
other forts of fruit were found burnt quite to a coal, 
tho’otherwife whole and intire. 

I will clofe this narrative, by declaring, that I can-* 
not be of the fentiments of fome, who aflert, that this 
city was fuddenly fwallow’d up, which implies, that 
the earth muft have open’d, and formed a pit to re¬ 
ceive it. My opinion is, that it was overwhelmed 
with the boiling matter iffuing from the mountain,' at 
the time of the eruption. My reafon for this con¬ 
jecture is, that moft things were found upright, 
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chiefly the buildings. That it was not a fudden over¬ 
whelming, and mat the inhabitarits had time to 
efcape with their lives, tho’ not with their goods, is 
proved, by their not finding dead bodies, where they 
have hitherto dug. It is laid, fome human bones 
were found, tho’ few ; which perhaps might belong 
to fome miferable bedridden wretch or other, who 
could not efcape, or of a perfpn dying fuddenly thro" 
fright; which I think is not difficult to imagine, 
when one confiders what a fcene of honor they mull 
have had before their eyes. 

Very little money or plate has been found, or any 
other portable thing of great -value; which I think is 
another proof, that the inhabitants were not dellroy’d. 
I doubt not, but before the violent eruption came 
on, the people for fome days might perceive fuch 
tokens and figns, as could not but alarm them, and 
put them on their guard. 

At the eruption, which happen’d in 1737, before 
it burlt forth for fome days, the inhabitants of Por- 
tici, and the adjacent villages, all retired; being by 
fome figns apprifed of the event. And I have been 
affured, that even for feven years before this lall 
eruption, they were under daily apprehenfions of it; 
but more fo for the lall four months of that time, 
as the mountain then fcarce voided any fmoke at all, 
and continual rumblings were heard' from the body 
of the mountain, even at a great diftance. The tor¬ 
rent of burning matter at this eruption took its courle 
the oppolite way from Portici or Herculaneum, and, 
as it happen’d, no village was damaged thereby. A 
convent of Carmelite friers, that Hood in its paflage, 
had a lhare of it j but what it moll dellroyed were 

corn-fields. 
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corn-fields, vineyards, and fome woodlands, upon 
which fhfi matter lay to a great thicknefs, and they fay 
retain’d its heat for a Jong while. I was informed even 
by feveral, who had been on the fpot4 months after 
me eruption, that the matter (which they call the 
lava) was yet fo hot, that they could not walk 
upon it: which (hews it muff be of a prodigious 
depth or thicknefs. This matter, it feems,, is not of 
the fame quality nor fubftance all the way thro ? the 
Body of it j for I obferved, when I went to the the¬ 
atre, as I defcended, that the fides of the paflage at 
the entrance were a fort of mould, 8 or ro feet thick ; 
after which appeared ftone, of a blackifh or dark- 
grey colour, to the thicknefs of about a yard or 4,feet ; 
then another layer of fandy,earth, under which was 
a layer of the fame fort of ftone j and that it conti* 
nued Jiratum fuper fir at urn, till I got to the bottom; 
The theatre and the houfes feem all to have been 
filled with earth, and being heavier at that inftant 
than any other part, of which the matter was com¬ 
pounded, fubfided firft. i know a cubic block of 
ftone is heavier than a lump of any earth of the fame 
dimen fions. Therefore you may imagine,, that the 
ftony part of the. matter ftiould precipitate firft j but 
my notion is, that when this ftony matter was liqui¬ 
fied, and boiling with heat, it was lighter in pro¬ 
portion than the earthy part; and that the inftant 
the boiling degree of heat was over, it could not ga¬ 
ther its parts together quick enough to form a com¬ 
pact heavy body, before the earthy part fubfided; I 
have examined this ftone, and find it has not, every¬ 
where, the fame folidity. Reafons might be given 
for that, but I will not trouble you with them now: 

I will 
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I will only tell you, that, in general, this ftone is 
very hard and heavy, and that the whole city of 
Naples is paved with it. I have feen fome of it, 
that will bear a fine polifh, and of which they make 
fnuff-boxes. 


XIX. A Letter to the Prefident, concerning 
the Hermaphrodite Jhewn in London: by 
James Parfons M. D. F. R. S. 


SIR, Red-lion fquare, March 14, 1750. 


ReadMarchi4. A S I find the Friench girl, now Ihewn 
17 s °’ at Ludgate as an hermaphrodite, 

makes fome noife in town, and as the generality of 
the world are apt in this very cafe to take 4 the er¬ 
roneous fide of the queftion in giving their opinions 
about it, for want of having a proper knowlege of 
the parts, I have taken the liberty to trouble you 
with this letter, containing fome account of the mat¬ 
ter, which is intended to undeceive fuch as are mif- 
taken about it. 

She is now about eighteen years old, and the true 
defcription of her pudenda is as follows: 

What is mistaken for a penis and has at firft fight 
caufed the deception, is the clitoris , grown to an 
inordinate fize. The prepuce of this is continued 
down on each fide, to form the nympha : under 
thefe the natural urethra is in its proper place, as in 
all females j and juft under this is a natural vagina. 
This vagina is concealed by a fkin growing up from 
the perinceum , and continued to the labium of each 
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